Toft Parish Council
Robert Stone

c/o 26 Pepys Way

Clerk to the Parish Council

Girton
telephone: 0777 5155321

Cambridge 

email: clerk@toft.org.uk                                                                    
 CB3 0PA


Minutes of the 649th meeting of Toft Parish Council on Monday 6th December 2010 at 7.00pm in The People’s Hall, Toft

Present:  Cllr Paul Hercus (Chairman), Cllr John Betson, Cllr Martin Yeadon, Cllr Jeanne McCarten, and Cllr Elizabeth Dolman

Cllr Fiona Wheldon, and Rod Craig, Director of Community and Adult Services (Cambridgeshire CC); Cllr Tumi Hawkins (South Cambridgeshire DC); and one member of the public.

In attendance: Robert Stone (Clerk & RFO).

Items
10/137   Chairman’s Welcome

Cllr Hercus welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

10/138
 Apologies

None received.              

10/139
 Declarations of interest relating to items on the agenda

None received.              

10/140  Public Participation on Agenda items & matters of mutual interest     

Cllr Whelan introduced Rod Craig who spoke on the provision of new local Day Care Centres following the closure of the private Health Care Home facilities at Fulbourn, Toft, and St Neots. The Parish Council, family members and Cambs CC staff had worked together at Fulbourn to explore a new model for day care services for the elderly.  Cambs CC had not provided financial assistance but help in kind using the expertise of Community Engagement and Procurement staff.  One of the issues was finding suitable accommodation.  South Cambridgeshire DC’s Community Centre buildings may provide the answer as they are very well equipped with communal rooms, kitchens and showers.  European grants may be available to assist with running costs.

Cllr Whelan added that she was happy to carry out a survey of the local facilities that were available; and to help identify local needs, including those of carers.  She added that she had been monitoring funding for a new secondary school in Cambourne.  Only £5.4m was available from developers compared to the £9m required.  These monies were only sufficient for 190 secondary school children.   

Budget cuts by Cambridgeshire CC in 2011/12 would result in a significant reduction in local services.

Cllr Hawkins tabled her report and spoke to the main points, including:  

· The impact of the Government’s Comprehensive Spending Review and the need for parish Councils to increase their precepts to pay for local services that may be cut.

· Housing – SCDC has succeeded in transferring 213 of its sheltered scheme equity share properties from the Housing Revenue Account.  This will enable the District Council to keep all the proceeds of any future sale.

· Police budget – Members of the public are invited to help balance the police budget.

· Apprenticeships - £250m has been invested by the Government into apprenticeships that are open to 16 to 60 year olds.

· Jubilee People’s Millions – 60 grants of up to £60,000 will be available for good causes in 2011.

· Toft Garage – The owner has received guidance from SCDC on progressing his planning application. 

· Bin for Toft village green – a SCDC officer will visit in the near future to process the request to replace the closed bin with an open one.

A member of the public raised concerns about the state of the village green following the wooden bollards being knocked down; and the dangerous condition of the pavement outside the Chinese fish and chip shop.  

10/141  Matters arising from previous meeting 

	Item
	Issue


	Update/Action

	9
	Highways

Cambridgeshire CC
	Several queries raised with Dennis Vacher following village inspection.  Response received providing an update on actions to date.

	10/134/i
	Parish Plan
	Electronic copy forwarded to Councillors.

	10/135
	Anglian Water Pumping Station
	Clerk has explored the installation of a lockable bollard in front of the pumping station. Anglian Water is content but does not own the approach.  Further inquiries are required.  Clerk

	10/135
	SCDC liaison meeting of                22 October 2010
	Clerk has circulated the note of the meeting to Councillors.

	10/135
	Councillor training
	Clerk has made inquiries concerning local training.  None appears to be available.  Details of Councillor training at St Ives to be obtained.  Clerk


10/142  That the minutes of the meeting on 1st November 2010 be confirmed

The Council resolved to approve the minutes with no changes, and they were signed and dated by the Chairman. 

10/143
  (a) Consideration of correspondence by post 

	(i)
	 Cambridgeshire Local Involvement Network (LINK) – requesting local publicity to recruit more members to monitor Cambridgshire’s health and social services.  

	(ii)
	  LGS Services - advertising clerking, secretarial and administrative support

	(iii)
	  Correspondence relating to works on trees and roadway in Beldam’s Close.

	(iv)
	   National Association of Local Councils – Copy letter to The Department of Communities and Local Government on code of recommended practice on Local Authority Publicity 

	(v)
	 SCDC letter requesting assistance in updating the South Cambridgeshire Services and Facilities Survey for Toft.                                Action:  Cllr Betson

	(vi)
	Copy letter from SCDC’s Planning Department on Planning refusal at School Lane, Toft.


  (b) Consideration of correspondence by email (unless covered by business items)  

	(i)
	Information copy of the Planning Decision for 9 Providence Cottage, Toft 

	(ii)
	South Cambridgeshire Arts Awards 2011 – Parish nomination requested

                                                                                            Action:  Cllr Dolman

	(iii)
	Campaign email promoting the Sustainable Communities Act

	(iv)
	Complaint about dangerous state of wooden steps either side of the bridge at public footpath that runs parallel to the High Street.  (For discussion at Item 10/46)


 10/144  Finance

i)  To approve payments to 5th December 2010  
The following payments were approved by the Council:

	1.)  
	Clive Blower
	Repair of broken post of noticeboard by bus shelter
	£47.48
	Cheque no.

 001695

	2.)
	Toft People’s Hall
	Hire on 4/10 TPC; & 

hire on 28/10 for Parish Plan meeting
	      £10.00

£6.00
	                   001733

	3.)
	Mr P J

Whitehead
	Grass cutting – recreation ground & village green
	£140.00
	001734

	4.)
	R A Stone (Clerk)
	Administrative expenses

   (Oct to Dec 2010):

i) Mobile phone and

top up; plus new monthly contract costs

ii) Stationery

iii) Laminator
	£17.95

£15.00

£10.32

£12.49

£11.97

£67.73
	001735              




ii) To receive a report on progress against 2010/11 budget  

                  Tabled by the Clerk/RFO, and noted by the Council.   Entries for salary would be 

                    updated following the new staff contract being finalised.               Action:  Clerk    

iii)  To consider the draft budget for 2011/12

                   Deferred until January 2011.

iv)   To consider paying for costs of Toft’s website (£80/annum); and for purchase costs of registering Toft’s domain name (approx £10/annum) 
  
       The Council resolved to pay the annual costs for Toft’s website and domain name.  

10/145   Other Business item(s) requiring a decision or consideration by the Council

1. To consider three priorities for the Forward Plan.

                         Councillors identified the following priorities:  speed restrictions along the High 

Street; a local tree scheme; support for the shop/PO (subject to advice from CPALC); improvements to the People’s Hall; and requested further information about the level of local need for Day Care facilities.    Action: Clerk

2. To review the registration of The People’s Hall with the Land Registry.
  Council resolved to update the interim registration of the People’s Hall from former Councillors & Clerk to Toft Parish Council as an ongoing corporate body subject to consultation with the Management Trustees of the Hall.

                                                                                      Action:  Cllr Betson
3. To review the current status of the Recreation Ground.

                              Council resolved to further investigate the options available, and their costs.   

                                                                                                            Action: Clerk         

4. To consider an application by Mrs M Coppin of 4 High Street, Toft for tree works in a conservation area.
                             Council resolved to approve the works.    Action: Clerk to notify SCDC.

5. To finalise the Communication Strategy 

           Council approved the Strategy at Appendix A.   Action: Clerk to publicise.
6.  To consider the first draft of Council’s Publication Scheme 

             Council approved the Publication Scheme.     Action: Clerk to publicise
10/146     To receive reports, and consider issues arising: 

Village maintenance – repairs to Village Noticeboard completed.

Footpaths – complaints about the safety of bridge steps, and cycling on the footpath through Toft Wood had been investigated.

Meeting of 11th November to discuss parking problems outside Comberton Village College

· Cllr Hercus reported that the meeting had attracted attendees from the police, Comberton Village College, Highways Department of CCC, and the complainants, Robert & James Arnold whose business was suffering badly from inconsiderate parking.  The case for double yellow lines was now being considered by CCC.  Mr Arnold had sent photographs to Cllr Hercus seeking the assistance of Toft PC.  The Council discussed and agreed to support the case for yellow lines by writing to Cambridgeshire CC.                                                            Action: Cllr Hercus
Comberton Neighbourhood Panel meeting of 24th November 2010 

– Cllr McCarten attended.  She spoke on cars being stripped down in the SCDC car park in Toft.  SCDC’s Housing Team had the lead responsibility for the area, and whilst it was monitoring it had yet to identify these activities.  PC Stuart Thorburn was also now aware and would carry out spot checks.  Anyone seeing anything should contact the police on 0345 456 4564.  

Warnings had also been issued about use of people cold calling using fake IDs in the area.  Again the advice was to contact the police as soon as they were seen.
People’s Hall – Cllr Betson reported that the Management Committee was currently considering improvements to the Hall, and their funding.
Parish Plan – Cllr McCarten reported that she had been asked to assist with the editing of the Parish Plan.  Apart from agreement that photographs should to be included there were different views on the final format.
                         Administration – No report.
10/147     Matters raised by Members, including items for the next Agenda for 

                 first meeting of 2011 on Monday 10th January.  

                  None.  

10/148      To consider the contract for Clerk/RFO  

The Council resolved to pay the Clerk for 7 hours/week for the period 4th October to 6th December inclusive; and 5 hours/week thereafter.

The meeting ended at 10.30pm.

--------------------------------------------------------------                              

Appendix A

Toft Parish Council - Communications Policy 

1. Aims 

      1.1  To ensure  Parishioners receive clear communication about Parish business. 

1.2 To provide information on important matters in a timely manner and encourage informed comment from interested individuals and groups.

2.   Roles

      2.1  Parish Councillors have a duty to represent without bias the interests of the 

      communities within Toft.  They will always try to do their best and are available to 

      help and assist.  They may be contacted by telephone and email.  Contacts lists 

      are displayed on the Parish Council Noticeboard(s), in The Calendar, and the Toft 

      Village Website:  http://www.toft.org.uk/index.php. 

2.2  The Parish Clerk serves the Council and wider community.  He/she can be contacted on 0777 5155 321, or by email: clerk@toft.org.uk   All correspondence will be acknowledged via email or letter within 7 working days of receipt.      

3.   Parish Council Meetings  

   3.1   The Parish Council normally meets on the first Monday of every month at 7pm at The People’s hall in Toft except in August, and on Bank Holiday Mondays.   All parishioners are welcome to attend and take part in the meeting during the public session.

3.2   The Parish Clerk will publish the minutes of Council meetings as soon as possible after they occur, and no later than when he/she publishes the Agenda of the following meeting on the noticeboard(s), and Toft Village website. 

4.   Annual Parish Meeting 

4.1 The Annual Parish Meeting is held in the People’s Hall in May each year (except in an election year) to allow parishioners to receive reports of parish activities during the previous year, and the opportunity to debate local issues and celebrate local events and activities.  

4.2  The annual accounts will be published as soon as possible after the Parish Council has adopted them.  

5.   Parish Council Reports
5.1 Reports of Council activities, and related items, will be made each month in the The Calendar, the parish’s newsletter; and on the Council’s Facebook site at    

http://www.facebook.com/?ref=home#!/pages/Toft-Community-Page/110123045716448 

5.2 The Parish Council working in partnership with webmaster will also ensure that urgent items are posted under “Latest News” on the Toft Village website, and appear on the village noticeboard.  

 Robert Stone

     Clerk to Toft Parish Council

� Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended)
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